PREFACE
THE publication of this, the sixteenth volume, marks the completion
of the Comprehensive Treatise on Inorganic Chemistry as planned. It
has been a heavy task to prepare a comprehensive review of so vast a
field, and it has inevitably taken a considerable time to complete. The
first volume was published in 1922, and succeeding volumes have appeared
at regular intervals, until with the publication of the present volume the
ordered treatment of the subject has reached its appointed goal. Every
attempt has been made to ensure that each volume embodies the informa-
tion available when sent to press and subsequent, developments.. can
readily be traced in the Abstracts of the Chemical Societies. There have,
however, been great developments in recent years and many important
discoveries have been made, particularly in connection with the elements
which were -treated in the early volumes. These developments have
rendered it advisable to prepare two Supplementary Volumes, which will
bring the subjects up to date and include the results of the most recent
research,
There is also an ill-defined borderland between Organic and Inorganic
Chemistry, particularly in connection with some of the Carbon Compounds
of Hydrogen and Nitrogen. It has therefore been decided to plan and
prepare a special volume dealing with these borderland compounds. The
publishers are making the necessary arrangements for this work to be
done, and it is hoped that these three Supplementary Volumes will -still
further increase the usefulness of the Comprehensive Treatise.
It is a very great pleasure to me to thank Messrs. L. S. Theobald, M.C.,
A.R.C.S., A. T. Green, FJnst.P., A.I.C., and F. H. Clews, M.Sc., A.I.C.,
for their great assistance in reading the proofs of the whole series of
volumes and for the many valuable suggestions which they put forward.
I would also thank the typists, and those who have checked the
references.